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TAKE A PEEK!
E7 - VAL WESTERN
- 3
F4 - ANGIE DAVIES
- 4
G1 - ABBY FITZPATRICK
- 5
ITEM - GIAN-FRANCA
JULIAN - 7

WELCOME
PRINCIPAL JO VAN DER PLAS
WHAT a start to the year!
2021 had a false start with staff already to go but Mr McGowan
had other ideas. The school community handled the change in
plans really well and enjoyed their extra week holiday.
Everyone was excited to see their friends and peers after the
long break and settled back into school life well. Students and
staff have spent this term getting to know each other and build
relationships and routines.
We have seen some amazing work over the term with writing
being a big focus in lower school. I was able to give two Principal
Awards to students whose story writing was very imaginative
and expressive.
I have seen many science projects around the school including
growing plants, seeing how mould forms and creating gases with
yeast. Watching student's curiosity as they explore the world
around them and form ideas on how things work is fantastic.

Our PBS Journal's have been a real hit with students
and staff alike. The journals have been developed by
staff to support student learning around our
expectations of respect, responsibility, safety and
what that looks like for everybody.
In Upper School we have seen our Community Work
Centres get up and running from the beginning of the
year with inductions and health and safety a priority.
In the classroom Upper School Students have been
working hard towards their ASDAN outcomes in
English and Maths as well as Protective Behaviours
and Keys 4 Life where students learn around being
safe on the road either as a passenger or driver. Work
Place Learning has given students the opportunity to
explore employment options and the feedback we get
from employers is positive, one even saying our
student worked harder than some of the paid
employees.
There have been many opportunities for art projects
as our competitive nature came out in the Easter Egg
decoration competition. A winner was awarded in
each year group with a prize also going to a staff
winner.
It was such a hard job to choose a winner as they were
all so amazing! Our 'Rock your Socks' day was also
great fun as we all celebrated our uniqueness for
World Down Syndrome Day. Next term we hope to
continue our awareness building of our uniqueness
with learning around Autism, for Autism Awareness
Month.

We have had the opportunity to show our sporting
prowess with our Athletics Carnival this week. Our
skills were practiced before the event with some
support from Athletics Australia who funded an
Athletics coach to work alongside our Health and
Phys Ed teachers. The extra practice certainly paid
off as a great day was had by all.
As my first term as Principal comes to a close I
would like to thank the staff for the support and
dedication they show our young people. Their
continual dedication to ensuring the best outcomes
for students is exceptional.
I hope everyone enjoys their holdiays and we look
forward to seeing you all in Term 2.

HIGHLIGHT
A WORK PLACE
LEARNING EMPLOYER
REPORTED BACK THAT
ONE NMESC STUDENT
WORKS HARDER THAN
SOME OF THEIR PAID
EMPLOYEES!
- JO VAN DER PLAS

E7
TEACHER VAL WESTERN
WHAT a super effort everyone has put into
settling into their classroom routines this term!
Students have begun to demonstrate a more
consistent level of independence when engaging
in their Independent Learning Programmes to
target specific English and Mathematics skills.
This includes engaging in the Multilit programme
to improve reading and decoding skills, as well as
a range of comprehension, writing, fine motor
and differentiated spelling and mathematics
tasks.
In our cooking programme, we have also been
busy cooking up a storm and making fruit kebabs,
pancakes and pizzas. Yum!
A big thank you to Mrs C, our culinary genius, for
showing our students the finer points of making
pizza dough in Week 7. The students thoroughly
enjoyed choosing their own toppings to
customise their own pizza and they looked and
smelled delicious!
We have also had the talented Ms Denise making
some fabulous art projects with our class
including paint pours and Easter Egg colouring
competition.

F4
TEACHER ANGIE DAVIES
IN F4 this term we investigated the
effectiveness of handwashing by testing how
well we wash our hands by growing mould on
bread.
Mr Doyle brought in his microscope so we could
look closer at the mould we had grown on the
bread.
We can definitely say we have some great
handwashers in F4 and handwashing properly is
absolutely effective!
The Athletics Australia Incursion was a great
way to burn some energy and to demonstrate
our physical ability.
It has been a great term full of activities and
learning in F4 but most importantly, getting to
know each other.

G1
TEACHER ABBY FITZPATRICK
G1 students have had an awesome start to
the year!
Among all our other learning, we have
enjoyed getting our hands dirty in the garden,
learning to code with Lego robotics and
painting up a storm in art.

G1A
TEACHER BETH PEREIRA
In G1A this term the class have been working
hard to understand the different components
of art.
They have begun exploring and creating
mobiles using different paint techniques,
explored reverse tie dying with bleach, and
bead threading.
The students mobiles are looking fabulous
and the effort they have placed into their
work is fantastic.

E4
TEACHER MORGAN TOMSETT
E4 have had a massive focus on teamwork and
understanding differences in each other term.
We have been taking the time to notice when
our classmates do something amazing and
giving them the recognition they deserve
through our student of the week.
Cooking on a Friday is always a highlight and
we have made some delicious apple pies,
lasagne, honey chicken and other goodies.
We are developing our growth mindset and
building our resilience as a class cohort.
We have been creating our ASDAN portfolios
had an amazing time at the athletics carnival.

GROUP 2
TEACHER TIM SPIJKERS
THIS term Group 2 has been working hard on
their ASDAN Towards Independence
Numeracy and Communication programs.
These tasks have included handling data,
managing money, understanding and
interpreting information as well as preparing
and making food.
We have also had Ms Jacobs teaching us PBS
focused lessons including how to be
organised, how to use manners and how to
move safely.
We are looking forward to term 2 which will
see Group 2 take our learning out of the
classroom with our community access
modules of the ASDAN programs.
It has been an awesome start to the 2021
school year and we are all looking forward to
continuing our progress into term 2.

GROUP 3
TEACHER ELYECE ROBERTSON
IN Upper School Group 3, we have been
learning about communication and various ways
we can communicate with other people.
We have used Auslan to learn sign language for
life skills, specifically financial skills and put this
into practice by playing a game of Monopoly
using ONLY Auslan to communicate.
Needless to say we learnt a lot very quickly and
it was a fun and valuable challenge!
Scan our QR code to watch in real time,
students problem solving and learning Auslan!

ITEM
T/A GIAN-FRANCA JULIAN
WHAT a busy year our retail students have had
so far.
For all of our students, time is a feature at ITEM
this year, particularly for managing time at work,
spending time on a task and planning/organising
specific jobs.
We’re excited to welcome our new year 11’s this
year who are settling in well, enjoying learning
new skills and joining in manufacturing some
exciting new products.
Retail has so many different roles. Our students
will get a taste of many different roles before
they graduate.
We’re always happy to have returning students –
our wonderful year 12’s.
As continuing students, they know what to do
because they’ve been here before.
We see them taking on tasks the second year at
Item with ease and confidence, ready to tackle
the year with a good sense of fun. And ready to
learn new skills…
Our year 12’s are getting very familiar with
money – from how it’s made, how to safely keep
it, to how to determine the value, planning when
they’ll need money and using it to shop… on
budget!

OFFICE
TEACHER JODI COLLINS
OUR hardworking team in the NMESC Office
have kept very busy processing the weekly
Upper School payroll and Work Crew invoices.
We use Microsoft Excel to create and update
professional, industry-standard spreadsheets
to calculate hours worked and money owed.
In Term 2, we will look at ways to improve
workplace sustainability and move to
paperless payroll processing.
But that's not all we do...
We've also started compiling the NMESC
Newsletter and we will use these skills to
produce the 2021 NMESC Yearbook later this
year.
So far, we have reported on the joint NMSHS
and NMESC School Ball and Athletics Carnival
as well as the Cadets and Leadership
Conference.
Add to that a long list of daily tasks and
students are mastering the important skill of
prioritising competing deadlines to work
efficiently and effectively.
Well done team!

WORKSHOP
TEACHER DAVE BARBOUR
STUDENTS have started work on animal
sculptures this semester at the NMESC
Workshop.
We have a wide range of sculptures on the
go at the moment including birds, whales,
dogs and fish.
The students have worked really hard on
their sculptures and they are looking
awesome.
The sculptures will be delivered to our ITEM
store very soon, where they will be available
to purchase.

MATTHEW GRADUATES
FROM CERT II BUSINESS
MATTHEW WILLMOTT
NMESC Year 13 student Matthew Willmott
completed his Certificate II in Business earlier this
term.
Matthew worked alongside NMSHS students over
the last 14 months to complete his 12 units.
As this is generally a two-year certificate Matthew
has worked incredibly hard to complete his work
in such a short time!
Matthew enjoyed his time working on his
certificate because he enjoys completing
computer work.

